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NSWRD Supports the North 
Branch of the Chicago River 
Watershed Workgroup

The North Shore Water Reclamation District has joined with 
approximately 20 other agencies, including Villages, Cities and 
Districts to support the North Branch Chicago River Watershed 

Workgroup (NBWW). The NBWW is committed to an approach that 
focuses on stakeholder involvement and locally led decision-making 
based on sound science to attain water quality standards. 

The North Branch and its tributaries have been determined to have 
impaired water quality, not meeting their designated uses under the 
Clean Water Act. The primary goal of the NBWW is to identify the 
sources of water quality impairments and work with all watershed 
stakeholders to address these impairments. The NBWW plans to 
monitor water quality throughout the watershed to provide a greater 
understanding of the causes and sources of water quality problems so 
that resources can be directed towards projects that provide optimal 
benefits. The NBWW will prioritize and help in the implementation of 
water quality improvement projects while also seeking grant funding 
to share the costs. 

Throughout the year, rain and snow can infiltrate into the soil or 
may run off over the land surface to a low spot in the landscape, usu-
ally a body of water—a lake, stream or river. A watershed is the area 
of land that drains to a particular stream, river or lake. The health of 
the watershed is a direct reflection of how the land in the watershed 
is used and managed. A healthy watershed ensures improved water 
quality, fewer flooding problems, enhanced wildlife habitat, and 
more opportunities for education and recreation, to name a few.

The collaboration of jurisdictions through the NBWW allows for 
a watershed-wide effective approach to address impairments and 
improve the quality of the North Branch of the Chicago River. NBWW 
members can pool their resources to improve water quality in the 
North Branch watershed, allowing them to meet Illinois EPA National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit requirements in a 
cost-effective manner. 

The NSWRD has been a leader in the formation of the NBWW. “We 
believe the data collection and water quality assessment by the 
workgroup along with an updated watershed-based plan for the 
North Branch Chicago River will provide stakeholders with specific 
implementation measures to reduce pollutant loads and improve 

water quality,” stated Brian Dorn, Executive Director of the NSWRD. 
“The NBWW is committed to an approach for attaining water quality 
standards that focuses on stakeholder involvement, monitoring, and 
locally-led decision-making based on sound science.”

The North Branch Chicago River watershed area is 60,658 acres, with 
32,240 acres in Lake County, IL and 28,418 acres in Cook County. 
The North Branch watershed includes 25 municipalities, ten town-
ships, and four drainage districts that generate storm water flows to 
the river. There are two water reclamation facilities that discharge 
approximately 20 million gallons a day of treated wastewater to the 
West Fork and Skokie River tributaries. 

More information about the important work of the NBWW can be 
found by visiting http://www.lakecountyil.gov/2433/North-Branch-
Chicago-River-Watershed.
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Meet the 2018 Board

NSWRD Partners With Cristo Rey St. Martin

100 Years of Protecting Lake Michigan, our Waterways and the Environment.

The Board of Trustees of the North Shore Water Reclamation 
District unanimously re-elected Daniel Pierce of Highland Park 

as its President for the coming year. Pierce has been a NSWRD 
Trustee since 2004. He served in the Illinois State Legislature as State 
Representative for 20 years and as Mayor of Highland Park for 12 
years. Pierce is the recipient of the National Association of Cleanwater 
Agencies Public Service Award and Illinois Association of Wastewater 
Agencies Public Official Award.

“I am grateful to be re-elected President of the North Shore Water 
Reclamation District,” stated Pierce. “The Board is charged with the 
critical responsibility of safeguarding our natural resources as well 
as with the treatment of wastewater in an environmentally sound 
manner. As environmental stewards, we are committed to continuing 
to adopt the latest state-of-the-art practices for water purification in 
our District.” 

Steven Drew of Waukegan was re-elected Vice-President. A lifelong 
Waukegan resident, Trustee Drew has served on the NSWRD Board 
since 2002. He recently retired as Superintendent of Public Works for 
the City of Waukegan.

B. Sugar Young, also a Waukegan resident, was elected as the Board’s 
new Treasurer. Trustee Young is a retired Contracting Officer at Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center and currently works for a transportation 
company, transporting students. She has worked with many commu-
nity organizations including A Safe Place and as CEO of Sugar Love’s 
Seniors. She has served on the NSWRD Board since 2012.

Preston Carter has served as an NSWRD Trustee since 
December 2012. Trustee Carter represents Winthrop 

Harbor, Zion, and Beach Park and brings hands-on experience to 
the Board. He was a 34-year employee of the District, working as a 
Mechanic and serving as Chief Steward for SEIU Local 73 before retir-
ing in 2010.

Thomas Swarthout has been a member of the NSWRD Board of 
Trustees since March 2012, representing Lake Forest, Lake Bluff, and 
North Chicago. He served as Treasurer of the Board from 2012 to 
2014. Trustee Swarthout was an Alderman in the City of Lake Forest, 
Chairman of the Lake Forest Parks & Recreation Department, and is 
a past Chairman of the Lake Forest Hospital Board of Directors.

The North Shore Water Reclamation District is dedicated to the ben-
eficial reuse of our water resources while protecting Lake Michigan, 
local waterways, and our environment through sustainable and 
fiscally responsible wastewater reclamation practices at its facilities. 
An elected Board of Trustees consisting of five members governs the 
District.

For the past 2 years, the NSWRD has participated in the Cristo Rey 
St. Martin College Prep School’s Corporate Work Study Program 

by employing students in the District’s office. Compensation is paid 
by the NSWRD to CRSM to help fund the student’s tuition.

“Since the inception of this program, we’ve been very impressed 
with the professionalism and ability of the CRSM students,” stated 
David Miller, Deputy Executive Director and Deputy Treasurer of the 
NSWRD. “They are eager to learn, have exceptional computer skills 
and are able to perform their work assignments very quickly and 
accurately. The program has been a tremendous success.” 

This unique work/study program grew out of financial necessity. 
Young men and women who would otherwise be unable to afford 
the fine education provided by CRSM, are given an opportunity to 
earn their diplomas. They receive on the job training while building 
self-esteem. They learn communication skills and often have the 
chance to put their Spanish fluency to good use. 

“We are always very grateful to partnerships like the North Shore 
Water Reclamation District that request additional student workers 

for their team,” stated Kristen Watson, Director of Development, 
Cristo Rey St. Martin College Prep. “This shows the value of our work 
study program, that our students are making an impact and adding 
value to business operations.”

Cristo Rey St. Martin 
College Prep is a 
Catholic college prepa-
ratory school located 
in Waukegan, IL. 
Providing quality edu-
cation coupled with an 
innovative work experi-
ence, CRSM helps break 
the cycle of economic 
immobility for students 
growing up in a chal-
lenging community.


